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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the application filed on 12/23/04. Provisional 
application date of 06/24/98 is granted. Amendment filed on 12/21/00 is 
acknowledged. Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

1. The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by WO 
9965579, Bond (hereinafter Bond). 
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3. Regarding claim 1, Bond teaches 

A control apparatus (see Figure 1, "control board") for emulating the physical 
characteristics of binary data stored in EPROM media for use with a digital processing 
device (see page 4, lines 24-35), comprising a CPU (see claim 1), operating system (see 
Figure 1, "System BIOS and OS" 44), dynamic memory (see page 5, "memory means", 
" . . .means to verify and authenticate the program means and the data means. . . "), 
input/ output capability (see page 10, paragraph 2) and executable software (see 
Abstract), including: 

a. a control means (see Figure 1, "control board"); 

b. a non-volatile storage means (see page 5, "memory means"); 

c. at least one V-PROM resident on said non-volatile storage means (see Figure 3 A); 

d. a communications means between said V-PROM and said CPU (see Figure 2); 

e. a presentation means (see claim 28); 

f . a means for registering authorized users of said presentation means (see claim 28); 

g. a reporting means for activities of said users (see page 6); 

h. a security means for protection of contents of said V-PROM(see Figure 3A); 

i. a selection means for isolating subset of said contents of said V-PROM (see page 11, 
paragraph 1); 

j. a connection means between said V-PROM and at least one external EPROM- 
compatible device (see Figure 2, "V-PROM registry", "EPROM based control program"; 
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see page 8, " . . .supplies power to the other four components via power cables and 
connectors../ 7 ). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Bond teaches: 

The control apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said control means chooses among said 
subsets of said contents of said V-PROM for presentation to said EPROM-compatible 
device (see page 11, paragraph 1). 

5. Regarding claim 3, Bond teaches: 

The control apparatus of Claim 2, wherein said EPROM-compatible device comprises 
authentication capability (see page 3-4, "Summary of Invention"). 

6. Regarding claim 4, Bond teaches: 

The control apparatus of Claim 3, wherein said authentication capability is designed for 
gaming activities (see page 3, line 34). 

7. Regarding claim 5, Bond teaches: 

The control apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said subsets of said contents of said V-PROM 
comprise gaming applications (see page 3, lines 29-36). 

8. Regarding claim 6, see rejection of claim 1. 

9. Regarding claim 7, Bond teaches: 

The method of Claim 6 wherein said software relates to the field of gaming (see page 3, 
lines 26-35). 

10. Regarding claim 8, Bond teaches: 
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The method of Claim 6 wherein said EPROM-compatible device relates to 
authentication activities (see page 3, paragraph 2). 

Additional References 
Additional references which cite inventive concepts similar to the inventive 
concept of the invention are: US Patent 6620047, Alcorn et al; US Patent 5707286 
Carlson. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nithya Janakiraman whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1003. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8:00am- 
5:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Rodriguez can be reached on (571)272-3753. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NJ 




